Temple D. Lewis
July 17, 1938 - November 5, 2020

East Bethany - Temple D. Lewis, Jr., 82 of East Bethany passed away on November 5,
2020 at Strong Memorial Hospital in Rochester.
He was a resident of this community for 23 years and attended First Baptist Church in
Batavia.
He was born in 1938 at Vasser Hospital, Poughkeepsie, New York, and was the son of
Evelyn Pervall Lewis and Temple Lewis, Sr., both of whom predeceased him.
He enlisted in the U.S. Army and served in the 14th Infantry Ranger Division for 2 years
until he was honorably discharged, earning a Good Conduct Medal.
After being discharged from the Army, he was employed by Dutchess Community College
in Poughkeepsie for 34 years until his retirement on August 27, 1993.
In May of 1985, he married his current wife, Darleene Peters. Previously, he had been
married to Joann Pennix. They had three children: Camille D. Lewis Pittman who
predeceased him; Lolita F. Lewis of Poughkeepsie, and Stephen D. Lewis, also of
Poughkeepsie. He is survived by 5 grandchildren: Rashan Pittman, Elijah Jackson, Thiago
Lewis-Araujo, Sacha Lewis-Araujo, and Zelehia Lewis.
In addition, he is survived by two sisters, Laura Strother and Barbara Baker of
Charlottesville, VA. A host of beloved nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends also survive.
He always thought that his greatest qualities were his love of family and others regardless
of who they were. He always enjoyed and helped people whenever he could and never
stopped even though he was used and misused by some because of his kindness. He
loved his hobby, classic cars, trucks, and tractors. He enjoyed the friends he met through
this endeavor.

His other hobby was riding his Harley and caring for and loving his dogs. He always said
that you can't trust some people to treat you right but your dogs will always be your best
friend. He was a perfect example of living a life of happiness, respect, and live and let live.
There will be no visitation. A private graveside service and military honors will be held at
Stafford Rural Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials in Temple's name may be made to
Volunteers for Animals, PO Box 1621, Batavia, New York 14021.
The Lewis family entrusted the H.E. Turner & Co. Funeral Home, 403 E. Main St., Batavia
with arrangements for Temple. Please leave a condolence, share a story, or light a candle
at www.bataviafuneralhomes.com.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

H.E. Turner & Co., Inc. Funeral Home - November 13, 2020 at 09:12 AM

“

One of the best employees at Dutchess Community College, respected by faculty,
administration and students as well. Loved the college, took great pride in his work.
One of the favorite staff of President James Hall.
Personally I was fortunate not only to work with Temple, but enjoy times off
campus in social gatherings and outings. As loyal Met fans spent many good
times at Shea Stadium rooting for our Beloved Metsies.
Even after he moved we would stay in touch via phone, sorrowfully not
often enough.
He was fortunate to meet and marry his loving and caring life partner,
“Pete”, and enjoy retirement together in Batavia area. So happy for him.
God Bless dear friend, may you Rest In Peace!
Life well lived.

Bill Holland - November 30, 2020 at 12:41 PM

“

My deepest sympathy goes out to the Lewis family. As an ex sister-in-law, we shared
many fond memories. My prayers are with Pete, my nephew and niece, Steve and
Lolita.
May God give all of you comfort and peace.
God Bless all of You,
Gloria Moore

Gloria Moore - November 09, 2020 at 08:21 PM

“

Pete,
I am so very sorry to hear about Temple. He was one of the finest men I ever met,
and his sincere, caring, character resonated out to everyone he encountered. The
world lost a kind soul and I am deeply sorry for your loss.
Cheryl (Billings) Croft, Dutchess Community College Library

Cheryl Croft - November 09, 2020 at 09:41 AM

“

So sorry to hear of the passing of Temple. I worked under Temple for 19 years at
Dutchess Community College. He was always sharing stories as he walked around
campus. His love of family was apparent to all. He treated everyone with respect. He
was supportive of giving a chance to workers to move up the ladder. I became a
supervisor while working with him. He had constructive advice that certainly helped
me and I am sure others too. Rest in Peace.
With sincere sympathy,
Cathy Duncan

Catherine Duncan - November 09, 2020 at 08:25 AM

“

I was a teacher at Dutchess Community College. I got to know Temple, and I had
deep admiration and respect for him. I extend my condolences to his family. May he
Rest In Peace.
Marty Triola

Marty Triola - November 09, 2020 at 12:18 AM

“

Dear Steve, I am so sorry for your loss. My deepest sympathies go out to you and your
family.
Felicia James (Wyant)
Felicia James - November 09, 2020 at 06:26 AM

“

Pete, my sincere condolences to you and all of Temple's family. I have many memories of
Temple from our years at Dutchess Community College. Be comforted in knowing he rests
in peace.
Peggy Noll - November 10, 2020 at 11:38 AM

“

I remember Temple very well when I was a student at Dutchess Community College from
1965-1967. I worked in the Business Office as a student aid between classes, and
sometimes, handed out pay checks. I got to know a lot of the staff, including Temple. Not
only was Temple kind, but he has a great sense of humor. I'd always smile when I saw that
Temple was on the job. The world is a bit sadder for his passing. My sympathies and
condolences to the Lewis family.
Kathy Eagan - November 10, 2020 at 04:01 PM

