Mr. LaVerne C. Cooley, Jr.
March 10, 1928 - February 5, 2021

Batavia - LaVerne C. Cooley, age 92, of Batavia, passed away on Friday, February 5,
2021 at Premier Genesee Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation in Batavia.
Mr. Cooley was born Saturday, March 10, 1928 in Batavia, a son of the late LaVerne C.
Cooley Sr. and Florence E. Butler Cooley. He is also predeceased by his step-mother,
Mayme Tober Cooley and a dear friend, Ruth E. Gear.
He was a member of LaVerne worked at the Batavia Times Publishing Co., Inc. as a
printer and was a graduate of Batavia High School. He furthered his education at the
Fredonia School of Music, was an accomplished organist and served many area
churches. A member of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Batavia he served as the church
organist for 42 years. Prior to St. Paul's, he was the organist for the First Presbyterian
Church of Attica and the Church of Christ in Attica. He was a lifelong member of the
American Guild of Organists in Buffalo. He enjoyed small scale model trains and the
vacations he took through the Rocky Mountains and the Grand Canyon by train.
Surviving are two nieces Diane Cooley Sharp and Joanne Cooley Goodwin, both of
Virginia, along with other nieces, nephews and dear friends.
Family and friends are invited to call on Friday, February 12th, 2021 from 10:00 am to
11:00 am at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 31 Washington Avenue, Batavia where LaVerne 's
Funeral Service will follow visitation immediately at 11:00 a.m. He will be laid to rest in
Forest Hill Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 31 Washington Avenue, Batavia, New York 14020.
Church capacity will be limited to 50% - Face coverings and social distancing will be
required for attendance. Thank you for your cooperation.
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FEB
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
31 Washington Avenue, Batavia, NY, US, 14020

FEB
12

Funeral Service

11:00PM - 12:15PM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
31 Washington Avenue, Batavia, NY, US, 14020

Comments

“

I just read about Mr. Cooley's passing and I wanted to stop by and leave a note of
condolence. He was a substitute music teacher at Oakfield-Alabama when I was a
student, and I remember him well. He was one of the nicest men I've ever met.
Friendly and always seemed happy to be there. I'm sorry to hear of his passing, and
my sympathies to his family and friends.

Rob Gerke Jr - March 01 at 11:12 AM

“

I first met Laverne Cooley when he was a substitute teacher at Elba Central, where I
also taught. He was often called upon to sub, which was evidence of the kind of job
he did in a position that can sometimes be very difficult. He seemed to have the
respect of the students as well. At the time I was also an organist at St. Joseph's in
Batavia, so we had something in common. When he saw me in later years anywhere
else in town, it was something he always asked about. He was a very kind
gentleman, who I believe lived a quiet and good life. Rest in peace.

Lorraine Rybak - February 10 at 02:59 PM

“

How wonderful to be blessed with 92 years, years that were filled with giving joyfully
of his talents to benefit others. I met Mr. Cooley at St. Mary’s School where I taught
for four years. I am grateful I had the privilege of knowing him. His kind and caring
ways will always be remembered.
My sympathies to you in your loss of a wonderful uncle.
Linda Boyce

Linda Boyce - February 10 at 08:42 AM

“

From all of us on the South Side of Batavia, (near MAX PIES Store) we enjoyed
talking and helping Mr. Cooley picking up things as he walked. People gave him
things to help being safe as bright clothing as he toured the neighborhood. GOD'S
SPEED

tim BALONEK - February 09 at 08:12 PM

