James Edwin Woodruff
August 2, 1928 - December 15, 2021

James (Jim) Edwin Woodruff passed away on December 15th at his home in Batavia
surrounded by his loving family and nursing staff. Jim was born August 2, 1928 in
Youngstown, Ohio, the son of the late Gideon and Thelma (Sands) Woodruff.
Jim was civic minded from an early age, having earned the Eagle Scout rank in Boy
Scouts and serving as a veteran with the United States Army. He continued to be inspired
to help his community throughout his life. Jim was member and president of the Batavia
Board of Education from 1970-1973, member and chairman of the Genesee County
Legislature from 1976-1983, member and chairman of the Genesee/Finger Lakes
Regional Planning Commission, and member of the Genesee Symphony Orchestra Board
of Directors. He also was director of All Babies Cherished and a board member of
HomeCare and Hospice. Jim was a member of the Masons for over 50 years. He was
recognized by the Genesee Industrial Development as well as named Sertoma of the Year
in 1990 and Geneseean of the Year in 1996.
His faith was a constant part of his daily life, and he was active in the Batavia First United
Methodist Church, where he was a former youth leader. Every Sunday, congregants were
treated to his presence in the choir with his beautiful tenor voice. Over the years, he was
asked to sing at many weddings and funerals, and he loved being able to share his
passion with others. Jim also enjoyed performing in the Rotary Club productions and was
particularly fond of The Music Man and My Fair Lady.
Jim was owner of the Overhead Door Company of Batavia, which was started by his
parents. He was a familiar face in the business community and enjoyed building personal
relationships with his customers. Because of his work ethic, he was able to build a thriving
business that was then passed on to his son.
On October 31, 1953, he married Ruth Josephine Woodruff in Arkport, NY. He was
fortunate to have found the love of his life and is survived by his children, Charlie (Terri)
Woodruff of Alexander, Cynthia Zielinski of Portland, Oregon, and Catherine (James) Zaso

of Batavia; grandchildren, Libby (Michael) Craig, Kyle Woodruff, Michelle Zaso (Paul
Leung-fiance), Matthew Zaso, and Monica Zaso; great-grandchildren, Gavin Craig and
Hailey Craig; and several nieces and nephews. Jim was preceded in death by his wife,
Ruth Woodruff, and his sister.
Jim's Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, March 26 at 11:00 a.m. at the Batavia
First United Methodist Church, 8221 Lewiston Road in Batavia.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Batavia First United Methodist Church,
Attention: Organ Fund, 8221 Lewiston Road, Batavia, NY 14020 or a donation of your
choice.

Cemetery Details
Grand View Cemetery
Clinton Street Road
Batavia, NY 14020

Previous Events
Celebration of Life
MAR 26. 11:00 AM (ET)
Batavia First United Methodist Church
8221 Lewiston Road
Batavia, NY 14020

Tribute Wall

DS

I had the privilege of knowing Jim for 50 years. He was a gentleman and a
Christian man whom I always admired. When my mother (Helen) passed 9 years
ago there was no question as to who would sing at her funeral. It was Jim and
what an incredible tenor voice he had. He was a pillar in the church. Jim
epitomized the term “servant-leader”. He will be greatly missed but he leave a
wonderful legacy with his family and his work in the church and the community.
Dave Scribner
David Scribner - December 30, 2021 at 05:13 PM

BH

Charlie, Cindy and Cathy, we are so saddened to hear about your dad’s passing.
Our most sincere sympathy. With being neighbors and friends at the lake for 30
years we have many nice memories. As do our sons, Patrick, Todd, Shawn and
their families.Your dad was a very gentle, kind, upbeat, Christian man. His words
to me, many times were, “ Remember Bernie, it is only a cottage “
God Bless your family. Bernie, Kathy and family.
Bernie Hartman - December 27, 2021 at 02:56 PM

JK

Dear Charlie, Cindy & Cathy,
I was saddened to hear about your Dad's passing and am
so very sorry for your loss. I have always thought highly of
your Dad who was such a sincere and kind man. I always
received a smile and kind word from him whether we
crossed paths in church or in the community. He was a favorite Sunday School
teacher who I looked up to. I was also blessed as he shared his awesome vocal
instrument for my wedding and Mom's funeral services. I loved his voice!
My thoughts and prayers are with you all!
Sincerely,
Joyce Knorr
Joyce Knorr - December 24, 2021 at 01:45 PM

SC

My sincere condolences. Jim was one of my Dad's (Robert S. Crook) good
friends. I have many fond memories of Jim growing up, not the least of which
were the annual hunting trips to the Crook camp in the Adirondacks. The group
included a number of Methodist Church choir members. The good natured joking,
of which Jim was an active participate, are times I will never forget.
Sincerely
Steve Crook
Steve Crook - December 23, 2021 at 10:11 AM

GH

Charlie, Cindy and Cathy, I have so many wonderful memories of your dad. Youth
group at church, Sunday School, the harvesting squash competitions, his
beautiful voice (he sang at my wedding, choir solos and he was the highlight of
every Christmas Eve service), basketball games at Alexander HS and our shared
love of Goldens. He was truly one of a kind who gave of himself tirelessly and
always with that amazing smile. My life was so much richer for having known him.
Heaven has definitely gained an angel. Thank you for sharing him with all of us.
May your cherished memories help to get you through this sad time.
Glenna (Lambein) Hinkson
Glenna Hinkson - December 22, 2021 at 08:35 PM

JS

Charlie, Cindy and Cathy,
I am so sorry to hear the news of your dad's passing. He was a gracious man,
and I have many fond memories of our days growing up in the Methodist church.
And of his beautiful voice, enhancing services, and making our wedding all the
more special 42 years ago. Sending prayers of comfort and peace,
Janice Hodgins Spiotta
Janice H. Spiotta - December 22, 2021 at 04:09 PM

SF

Charlie, Cindy and Cathy,
Many wonderful memories.
I loved to hear him sing.
He will be missed.
Sue(Tootell) Ferris
Sue Tootell Ferris - December 22, 2021 at 03:29 PM

RG

So sorry to hear about your loss of this wonderful guy. I
know he will be missed by many. Jim always kept me on
edge when he was around. He would always got me in the
ribs every time.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family.
Robert Gerace & Family
Robert Gerace - December 21, 2021 at 10:31 AM

TB

Dear Charlie and family; I'm so sorry for your loss. Your dad was a wonderful
man!!
God Bless you all.
Sincerely,
Tom B.
Tom Baudanza - December 21, 2021 at 08:51 AM

KB

Our deepest condolences to the entire Woodruff family.
man.
Ken & Margie
Kenneth Bittner - December 20, 2021 at 04:13 PM

CS

A gentleman we all should emulate.
Charles "Chick" Sackett - December 20, 2021 at 11:36 AM

BJ

So Sorry ! Thoughts and prayers
Family

. From Jeep ,Barb and

Barb & Jeep - December 20, 2021 at 10:34 AM

He was a wonderful

DS

Our deepest condolences to the entire family of Mr.
Woodruff.
Sincerely, Tom & Debbie Shea

Debbie Shea - December 20, 2021 at 09:27 AM

