Mr James E Thompson, Jr.
March 20, 1942 - November 25, 2021

Colton - James E. “Jay” Thompson of Colton, NY passed away early on Thursday,
November 25, 2021 at the SUNY Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, NY. Jay was
born on March 20, 1942 in Fitchburg, Massachusetts and grew up in Holyoke, MA. He
spent most of his life in Western Massachusetts, primarily South Hadley and Belchertown,
an area that he greatly enjoyed.
Jay was an extraordinary man, full of life, love and music -- a gentle, thoughtful, and
compassionate spirit. He was deeply loved by his family members and many friends,
going all the way back to his high school days. Jay is survived by his wife of 38 years,
Tracey L. Thompson; two sons, Drake J. Thompson and Matthew T. Houghton-Thompson;
daughters-in-law, Lillian Thompson and Jaimie Houghton-Thompson; grandchildren,
Connor Thompson and Kris Thompson; his brother Jeff Thompson; niece, Khiarra Kosling
and nephew, Zach Thompson.
Jay was a talented and creative television director/producer and worked for more than
three decades at WGGB-TV in Springfield, Massachusetts, directing and producing a
variety of special programs including a popular children’s show called “Strummin’
Drummers.” He was a man of many interests and hobbies including model railroading,
fishing, camping, photography, cycling, white-water canoeing and kayaking.
But his real love and calling was music; Jay was an accomplished musician and singersongwriter. He recorded an album of folk music with a group called the Tikis in 1962 and
created an album of his own original work titled “Better Late Than Never” in 2005. Jay
participated regularly in open mic events at PACE in Easthampton, at Luthier’s Co-op, and
most recently in a Zoom open mic hosted by Dan Russell of Easthampton.
Jay had what appeared to be a heart attack on Wednesday afternoon, but it turned out to
be an aortic dissection, which is difficult to survive. He was airlifted to Syracuse where he
underwent nine hours of emergency surgery, but too much damage had been done to his
heart and he passed away at 1 a.m. on Thursday.

Jay's life will be honored with a very special open mic. This celebration of life, love and
music will be held at Luthier's Co-op, 108 Cottage Street in Easthampton, MA from 12
Noon to 3 p.m. on Sunday, December 5, 2021. Jay's good friends from PACE, the
Luthier's open mic and Dan Russell’s Zoom open mic will play their favorite songs in
memory of Jay. All are welcome. Jay will be remembered by all who knew him as a good
man with an easy smile, a funny joke, and a helping hand. He will always be a beautiful
soul. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Dakin Humane Society, PO Box 6307,
Springfield, MA 01001.
Arrangements were entrusted to the H.E. Turner & Co. Funeral Home, 403 East Main
Street in Batavia, New York. Please leave a condolence, share a story, or light a candle at
www.bataviafuneralhomes.com.
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Celebration of Life

12:00PM - 03:00PM

Luthier's Co-op
108 Cottage Street, Easthampton, MA, US, 01027

Comments

“

Jay and I grew up together. We went to John J. Lynch Jr. High School and Holyoke
High School together. We had a little musical group of friends who would sing
together as school and church dances. We used to go fishing together at Raystown
and other local fishing holes. He was a good musician. Recently we got
togetheronline and by telephone because we were both songwriters. I was looking
forwsard to continuing that collaboration. My condolences and best wishes to Tracey
and the boys. Bill thwing

Bill Thwing - December 05, 2021 at 10:11 AM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Mr James E Thompson, Jr..

December 02, 2021 at 11:23 AM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Mr James E Thompson, Jr..

December 02, 2021 at 10:56 AM

“

Dear Tracey,
Our sincere sympathy and love to you and the family on the loss of Jay. Our hearts
are with you at this very sad time.
Rosella and John Valentine
Leesburg, FL

Rosella Valentine - November 30, 2021 at 11:26 AM

“

We’re very sorry for your loss. We remember when Jay worked for and played his
guitar on WGGB. Jay lived in our neighborhood in South Hadley and our son Paul
played with Jay’s sons. I sold Avon and visited their home many times prior to their
move. Jay certainly was a very talented man. May memories comfort and lighten the
sadness in your hearts.
Deepest condolences from,
Vicha & Leon Hajdamowicz
With children Lisa & Paul

Vicha Hajdamowicz - November 29, 2021 at 09:08 AM

